[Robotic surgery : the future of prosthetic surgery ?]
Indications for hip and knee replacement will continue to grow over the next few years. Robotic systems have been developed since the early 1990s in order to optimize implant positioning, to potentially improve clinical results, and to reduce perioperative morbidity. Currently, the different available systems certainly improve the accuracy and reproducibility of prosthetic components placement. However, the cost of robotic surgery remains very high. Early results in terms of implant survival, postoperative pain, mobility, and length of stay are encouraging. Long-term studies are needed to validate the clinical efficacy and to perform a medico-economic evaluation of robots in orthopedic surgery.